
LE PERCY     MENS

Isère

HIKING GUIDE

European Cultural Route
SUR LES PAS DES HUGUENOTS

15,6 km 522 m

4 h 533 m

Tourist Office Mens : 04 76 34 84 25
www.trieves-tourisme.fr

Services at the beginning and at the end of each stage

Le Percy
Hotel • Bed and Breakfast • Segment 

dwelling (Percy Town hall : 04 76 34 46 04) 
• Restaurant • Taxi on request (04 76 34 42 42) 

• Bus stop

Mens
Hotel • Camping • Bed and Breakfast 
• Segment dwelling • Restaurant • 
All shops • Post office • Supply • 
Bank/cash dispenser • Bus stop
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What to see : The Aiguille Mountain, the Aiguille pass, the informational 
point of the Vercors Natural Park in Chichilianne, Notre Dame d’Esparron 
at Le Percy.

The area’s rural heritage is a key 
part of the Trièves. Luxurious 
houses, vast farms and simple 
peasant dwellings are to be found 
in each village; their construction 
molded by the climate, the reliefs, 
the available materials and 
agricultural activity.
Two-sided roofs are typical 
characteristic of houses in the 
Trièves. The tiled roofs are usually 
slope steeply to form gabled roofs. 
Cornices, known as «génoises», and 
composed of «dished tiles», are also 
very common. While these roofs offered 

useful protection against fires, large 
gusts of wind, and rodents, they also 
allowed for social and religious 
recognition (Catholics had two 
level génoises and Protestants had 
three level génoises...). While such 
social recognition is confirmed in 
the South of France, it has yet to be 
confirmed in the Trièves...  

TRIEVES AND THE REFORMATION A STORY ABOUT ROOFS 

In the 16th century, Luther 
and Calvin exclaimed the 
reformation of the church 
and religious life. This procla-
mation was strongly echoed 
in the Trièves. Yet unlike the 
Dauphiné and many other 
regions, the Trièves was relatively 
peaceful during the religious 
wars thanks to the Duke of 
Lesdiguières.
Most regions saw the exodus 
of their Protestant populations 
because of the persecution instated 
after the revocation by Louis 
XIV. However, the revocation 
did not carry the same weight in 
the Trièves. Protestantism was 
solidly rooted in the region and 
persisted through to the Revolution 
when the liberty of worship was 
reinstated. The region did still suf-
fer from plundering and violence...  
An awakening in the Protestant 
religion took place in the 19th 

century with the advent of Félix 
Neff and his minimal yet scholarly 
preaching style. His tone was free-
flowing and his themes essenti-
ally focused on corruption and the 
need for conversion. This format 
did not please the established mi-
nisters who accused him of stirring 
trouble in their churches. So he left 
the Grenoble region and Mens to 
head towards the Hautes-Alpes. 
He headed up the Romanche valley 
and then to Briançon where the 
subprefect refused to grant him 
the authorization to exercise his 
ministerial functions as he was a 
foreigner and did not have approval 
from the consistory governing 
body in Orpierre.  After Briançon, 
he headed towards the other villages 
in the Freissinières, Champsaur, 
and Queyras valleys, where he 
stayed except for short missions 
to Mens or the Italian Waldensian 
valleys. 

Located at an altitude of 1457m, 
the Menée pass links the Diois 
and the Trièves. A wooden 
cross marks and reminds us of 
those who were persecuted in 
Diois and fled to Switzerland 
via the Trièves.

THE MENÉE PASS

Project co-financed by the European Community under the LEADER program
www.surlespasdeshuguenots.eu/en/
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In  Le Percy, near the wash basin, make a right onto the path which heads 
down to Monestier. After the bridge, stay on the main path which angles to the 
left. Continue on till Monestier du Percy.

Head around the right side of the church then make a left, then a right towards 
Mens / Prébois. Head down the road and before exiting the village, take the path 
that heads down to Bayles (150m, until the electric transformer). 

In Bayles, take the departmental road D252.
At the intersection, leave D253a (Prébois) and continue straight on until you 

find the trail in Souberat. Cross the road and follow the direction for Prébois. At 
the fork in the road, signpost for Bayadières, take the direction Serrya. 

In Serre, take the road on your right. Ignore the first trail on your left and 
take the second (Prébois / Saut du Loup). Once on the road, make a left, then 
follow the departmental road D 253 that zigzags down. 

After having crossed the Ebron, continue on the D 253 and then take the 
trail that climbs straight up ahead. Rejoin the road on your left that heads to 
Prébois.   

At the wash basin, make a right, then right away a left onto the descending 
street. Continue straight until the cross. Head up to the right towards Mens, 
signpost for Veyre Eycour. Stay on this path until Mas Martinenc and follow 
directions for Mens. Pass above Mas and at the end of the meadow, make a 
left. Ignore the path on the right. Be careful as the ruts are flooded in rainy 
weather. 

Once in Flachet continue straight on. At the next intersection head 
straight through. In Margounon continue straight on and descend until 
reaching the Moulin de Chardeyre (Chardeyre mill). After the mill, make 
a right onto the trail that leads to Beaumet. You will alternate between the 
road and the path until reaching Mens. 

This portion of the trail ends in Mens.
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800
750
700

6

7

5

4

3
2

1

kb
tr

an
si

nn
e@

w
an

ad
oo

.f
r 

 -
  F

on
d 

de
 c

ar
te

0 1km
Marking :

The hiking trails GR® and the country hiking trails GRP®, marked out by white-red and/or yellow-red markings, are created by the 
FFRandonnée. They are protected in conformance with the intellectual property code and the markings are registered at the INPI. 
Nobody can use those markings without an express authorization. GR® hiking trails and GRP® country hiking trails are registered 
trademarks, as well as the white-red and yellow-red color markings. 


